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Its the Season of colors again! 

 It has been a little late but the trees have started changing colors and  looks wonderful. Hope every-

body gets to enjoy the colors and hope everyone had a spooky, enjoyable Halloween. 

had a spooky, enjoyable Halloween. 
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 Leonard Thomas Fisher 

 

A long standing member and champion of CRRC passed away peacefully at home on 23rd October 2021. He 

was 81 years old and worked immensely towards growing the club. Here is a link to his Obituary—https://

ohiocremation.org/obituary/leonard-t-fisher/  

CRRC members Madeline Shaw, Debbie Conkel and Will Kuhlmann have penned their fond memo-

ries of Len. 

 

 

Len Fisher 

Group Photo at Highbanks 
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I First met Len Fisher when I joined the Columbus Roadrunners Club in 2005. I had just started to get 

serious about running and had asked a friend for a recommendation of a group to run with. She suggest-

ed CRRC, so I looked them up, and was so glad that I did! I joined the group on their weekly Saturday 

morning runs at Highbanks Metro Park, and Len was one of the first people I remember meeting there. 

He was among the first to welcome me, chat with me, ask me about my running goals, etc. Everyone 

was great in the club, don't get me wrong, but Len was a standout. Always ready with a story or a joke, 

he truly kept you laughing and engaged during our runs. Of course, he told a few groaners at times, but 

was always so good-hearted, friendly and fun, you still laughed! Fast forward a bit to when I decided to 

do my first marathon. Again, the whole club was encouraging, but Len gave me some great advice on 

how to start the race, pace myself, training tips, and, of course, stories of his own race experiences. And 

probably one of the most pleasant surprises tor me was seeing Len along the course route during various 

races-- always with Ann at his side -- waving, smiling, clapping and encouraging me and the others 

along. Those are the moments you remember most, during those grueling times on the course. Seeing a 

friendly face in the crowd can make all the difference! On and off the race course and running trails, 

Len was an unending source of fun, support, guidance, jokes, and, of course, an example of devotion to 

the Columbus running community. He and Ann were amazing ambassadors and supporters of the club. 

Even when he had to slow down his running, he continued his involvement in the club, always appear-

ing at events and meetings. He and Ann frequently offered their home for our annual picnics and other 

gatherings, as well. I'm so grateful that I attended the annual banquet this past July, where Len was the 

keynote speaker, and was able to hear his fun stories one more time. We'll never know the likes of  Len 

again, but I will always remember him, especially as I run the trails at Highbanks, a place I think he 

loved as much as I do. Rest in peace, Len, and thanks for everything you did for the Columbus Road-

runners Club, and all of us.  

 

       - Debbie Conkel 

 

My friend Len Fisher 

 

Anyone who spent any time at all with Len Fisher will never forget him. His engaging upbeat demean-
or, his endless supply of jokes, and his distinctive voice were an unforgettable combination. Of course, 
we all know the significant contribution Len made to distance running in Central Ohio and many of us 
are aware of his selfless volunteering for causes he believed in. He touched all of our lives in the pro-
cess. I had the special privilege of traveling many miles with Len—running, kayaking and cross-country 
skiing (and even once downhill skiing; that’s a story for another day), and he has left me with enduring 
memories. We can all be thankful for the opportunity to know Len and for the most meaningful life that 
he led. 

 

                                           - Will Kuhlmann 



Years ago, a friend told me that she had joined CRRC and met this “old guy” who talked her into 
training for the Winter Run in the good old freezing days when it was held in Pickerington. Of 
course, that “old guy” was Len. By the time I had gotten around to joining CRRC, that friend had 
left Columbus but Len was still around to show me the ropes. Len was such a great ambassador for 
the sport that I stuck it out and had a great time. 

 

I believe that runners are optimists by nature because foot races can be crazy, unpredictable hap-
penings. You pretty much have to be upbeat about the future in order to commit to training for any 
race, be it a 5k, 10k, 10 miles, or 26.2 mile event. But I saw this kind of optimism in Len in so 
many ways that didn’t have anything to do with running, like championing for each of the good 
causes he passionately supported. Some of these causes were neither easy nor small commitments. 
Len personally collected thousands of petition signatures to promote restrictions on smoking in 
public places. Other causes, like advocating for bike paths and a metropark system for Delaware 
County, benefited from having Len pressing for them and not letting up on that pressure until the 
ball started to roll. He saw opportunities that might turn into missed opportunities and how much 
everyone could benefit by pursuing them for the public good. 

 

I learned a thing or two watching Len work the long line of customers outside Graeter’s after a Jim 
Tucker Ice Cream Run to collect signatures. He didn’t know any of these people, acted like it was 
perfectly normal hit them up for his cause, but never got “no”.  He made each person feel good 
about doing one small thing to help to make the world a better place. To this day I can still hear 
Len’s voice saying, “Hello! Len Fisher, here.”  

 

Darn it, Len, I will never be able to watch a basketball or football game on tv and see Sparty with-
out thinking about you! 

         

          

 

                                                                                          - Madeline Shaw 



Columbus Road Runners Club 

Meeting Minutes 

October 21, 2021 

Opening 

The regular meeting of the Columbus Road Runners Club was called to order at 6.10pm on October 21, 2021 

on Zoom by Rajendra Hemant. 

Present 

Rajendra Hemant, Vera Thornhill and Mike Hunter were present via Zoom. Jim O'Neal was present on con-

ference call. 

Approval of Minutes 

The minutes of the previous meeting were unanimously approved as distributed. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Vera verified the bank account through RunSignUp and the missing money from RunSignUp was deposited 

into  the bank account in October. There was never an explanation for the increased fees. 

Membership Report 

Raj talked about using google forms to add a membership fo the website that does not require payment. 

Raj will take down the paid RunSignUp off the website. 

Newsletter Report 

Runners who ran the Boston Marathon or the Hocking Hills Indian Run or Columbus Marathon or other run-

ning events this month may upload pictures to be included in the newsletter to roadrunnerscolum-

bus@gmail.com. Members can also upload any running related pictures to be included in the banquet 

slideshow for this coming year. 

 

Other info to be included in this newsletter:  

Velma M. placed first in her age group in the Columbus Half Marathon. 

Rita Barnes placed second in her age group in the full Columbus Marathon. 

There will be the annual Thanksgiving Day run at Highbanks at 8:00 am at the nature center. Bring food to 

share 

New Business 

The annual Christmas day run usually at Sharron Woods may be changed to Highbanks. The board will dis-

cuss and confirm. 

The Saturday morning runs will be 7:30 am in the summer  

(April 1st to Oct 31st)to beat the heat and 8:00 am in the winter (Nov 1st to March 31st).  

Agenda for Next Meeting 

Vera will text David to get the password for Google Suites which he set up. The Club wants to get a free 

Google voice phone number so all the board members will have access to the messages and the number will 

stay consistent no matter who is on the board in the future. If we can't get a free one though Google Suites we 

can get a free one though one of the other club gmails.  



.  

We need to consolidate all the club emails and note credentials for all the board members. 

Adjournment 

Meeting was adjourned at 6:40 by Rajendra Hemant. The next general meeting will tentatively be at 11:00 to 

12:00 on the 3rd Thursday, November 18th 2021 at  Panera, Worthington Mall. Schedules will be confirmed 

via email or text. 

Minutes respectfully submitted by: Vera Thornhill for Patty Virant  

 

 



Columbus Marathon—Rita Barnes did the full and Rajendra Hemant, Velma M and Jayashree Tata Na-

garaj did the half marathon. Velma was placed 1st in her age group and Rita was 2nd in her age group. 

Kudos to the runners. 

Rita Barnes 

Jayashree Tata Nagaraj 

 



Velma M 

Hocking Hills—Rajendra Hemant and Jayashree Tata Nagaraj did the 20k and Amy Johnson 

did the 10k. 

Rajendra Hemant 

Jayashree Tata Nagaraj 

 



Reminder !!!  

Membership renewal time is now!! 

Online renewal link, 

http://columbusroadrunners.org/online-membership/ 

 

 

 

The CRRC Board 

Raj Hemant, President                             rajendraksh@gmail.com 

Vera Thornhill, Treasurer                  vthornhi@yahoo.com  

Patty Virant, Secretary                  virant22@hotmail.com 

Mike Hunter, member                                                   mhunter43221@gmail.com 

Jim O’Neill, member                          jeoneill61@gmail.com 

Larry Walters , member                                    lcwalters@insigth.rr.com 

 

 

   

http://columbusroadrunners.org/online-membership/
mailto:rajendraksh@gmail.com


Save the Date  NOVEMBR 25th, 2021 

Thanksgiving run/walk 

Where: Highbanks Nature Center (Take the first right after entering the park) 

What: Run or Walk at your pace and distance of your choice. The club will provide coffee/ tea. Feel free 

to bring a snack to share 

Who: Members, Family and Friends 

 


